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l a u s i i v E s e C A R P S , ~ j 
W. F. SANDERS. JERRT COOK. 

Sanders & Cook, 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW and Solicitors in Chancery, Virginia City, Montana Territory. 3-ly* 

W m . Chuii iasero, 
ATTORNEY AT LAW, Virginia City, Montana Territory. Office in Post Office Building, on Wallace 8treet. 4-44* 
Jno. C. Turk. W. L. Brown. 

T u r k & B r o w n , 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW. WO! practice in all the oourts of the Territory. Office, over Oeo. Hanna St Co.'s store, Wallace street Virginia j City, M. T. 45-57* 

J o h n S. Atch ison . 
N OTARY PUBLIC. Revenue Stamps and Blanks for sale at Allen Sc Millard's Bank, Virginia City, Montana Territory- 43-55* 

W m , Decker , 
SURGEON DENTIST. Office two doors west of Now-lan's Bank Building. Patient* visited at their residence when desired. 42-55* 

Justus Cooke, 
ENERAL AUCTIONEER. Particular attention giv-7 en to the sale of Live Stock and Real Estate, sales of Stocks of Goods in Store. Office at the Elephant Cor-Virginia City, M. T. 18-44* 

John S. Lewis, N. B. Hale. D. M. Gillert. 
Lewis , Ha le & Co. , 

JEWELRY MANUFACTURERS. Every description tl ot Jewelry made to order from the Native Gold, and warranted. Particular attention paid to repairing Fine Watches. Also, Engraving done to order. Sign of the ©old Watch. Jackson Street, Virginia City, M. T. February 25. 1865- 40-52* 
Roa th and Co. 

A MERICAN WATCHES Just received direct from tho j £A Manufactories. Every description of Jewelry manufactured from the Native Gold. Call, examine specimens, tad then judge. Sign of the MAMMOTH WATCH, Virginia City, Montana Territory. Corner of Jackson and Wallace streets, in the City Book Store. 44-56* 
H . Jameson. 

OFFICE four doors east of Jackson and Wallace streets. House and Real Estate Agent. Buildings rented, •*»«s paid. Abstracts of Title of obtained. Quartz speci-">*as and the necessary papers relating to Lode Claims forwarded to New York. Particular attention given to the eo!lecting_ and shipping of money. References :— J. Kis-Jfdden. D. W. Tilton &, Co.,, Pfout* & Russell, John A. "J* SL Co. 41-tf 
Jefferson House, 

Cortcr •/ Wallace and Van Buren Streets, Virginia City. 
\V H- PILES, begs to inform the public that he has 
* » • opened this house for boarders, and will furnish 
•JJ* 1 0 u-ansient oustomers. His table will be supplied 

the best tnat the market affords. Special attention 
wui a* pa,(i to t h e effort o f h i g gUe4t*. Good clean beds. 
_. 45-57* 

J o h n H 7 M i u s , 
pORNER of Wallace and Jackson streets, Virginia City, | v/ Montana Territory. Books and Stationery. Wbole-•Ul and Betad. Groceries, Boots and Shoes. . 43-55* 

Ho*iner a m i Hauser, 
fJLAIM AGENTS, have established an ag< ncy for the purchase and sale of Gold and Silver Quartz Claims in J ! * I*"* °f the Territory. One of the partuers will N.* v l lvPT"1 , to the introduetioa and sale of Lodes in otn„ , rV, I '. b ' l a d* ,P h i a a m l 0 , n w Eastern cities, and the will vj° °°7lniaf t h 0 * a m f i i u *¥ °>ty- Arrangement* X M I V ^ * ™ * ^ S p r i n «' f o r «P™»«iDg goods to 53 SftV. .-.I 0 tBc>* ^ f u r V">™**g «hable assays at T C "Vi? fltZ: »l ^ P«< 0«cs, and at * 

Idaho Hote l . s 
Wallace Street, Virginia City, M. T., 

J , » . CASTNER, Proprietor. 
THIS Popular Hotel, which forms part of Castner's J 

Building, has been enlarged and refitted in a stvle to s l 

i meet the demands of the Public. Its larder is weii sun- 1' affords. 
plied, and its tables furnished with the best the market 

The Idaho Billiard Hall. j carried on by HULL & CASTNER, contains four First Clas8 J j Billiard Tables, where the lovers of the game can alway9 • 1 be accommodated. The old friends of J. J. Hull and J. M. b 

Castner, can always find them at the Idaho. P • Those having Territorial funds to deposit, should call at U the Idaho, where the office of the Treasurer is situated. g j 38-64* T 

Nat ional House, 
! At the old stand of Kircheval, Kinney te Co., Jackson 

Street, Virginia City, M. T. 1» 
Col. EI. P. DOWNS. Prop'r. 

THE proprietor begs respectfully to inform his friends and the public generally, that Board and Lodging in r J good style can be obtained at his establishment. No pains ' will be spared to present a well spread table to his guests. Q ' The comfort and accomodation of his patrons will be sedu* [ lously attended to. Breakfast on table from 6:30 to 9 o'clock J J a. m.; Dinner, 12 m., to 2 p. m.; Supper, 6 to 7 p. m. ' A good Feed Stable and Corral attached to the premises, ' and also a Grazing Ranche, where cattle will be watched ' day and night. The pasture is excellent and water abun-> dant. 45-tf 
j George Secord, 
SADDLER SL HARNESS MAKER. Constantly on V 

hand and manufacturing from the best material, all s< ) styles of Saddles, Bridles, Single and Double Harness, or -) anything else made in a first class saddler shop. 27-52* r 

Dodge & Thex ton , 
CI ENERAL BLACKSMITHS and Plough Manufaotur-T ers. Cover street. Virginia City, Ploughs of the best ) description, suitable for Ranchmen in this country, made to ) order in the best possible manner. Horses, Mules and ) Cattle shod in the most approved manner. 29-54* 

] He lena House, 1 
HELENA CITY. Montana Territory. The above ° named House Is now opened for guests and boarders. ) Good beds, and the best the market affords, for the table, ) at reasonable prices. B. B. Burchett, ) 42-54* Proprietor. q 

] E . M . D u n p h y . 
) "TX7HOLE8ALE and Retail Grocer, Storage and Com-) VV mission Merchant, west side Main street, Helena. ) Montana Territory. ) A large and complete assortment of Fancy and Staple ) Groceries on hand, at figures to suit the times. Give us a ) call. 39-51* * 

Occidental B i l l i a r d H a l l . 
i TJOCKFELLOW & DENNEE'5 BUILDINO, Jackson C XV Street, Virginia City. The finest tables in town. The 0 bar supplied with the best of Liquors and Cigars. 

42-68* JOHN H. MING. * t 
Assay Office. f 

WALLACE STREET, one door below Nolan SL Co.'s Bank. Gold and Silver, and Ores ot every description Assayed. I guarantee my assays, and will pay any difference" which mav arise between them and the U: 8. . Mint. 38-50* D. GILBERT. 1 

J o h n R . Gi lber t , ] 
AASSISTANT ASSESSOR U. 8. INTERNAL REVENUE, for the First Division of the Collection Dis-j trict of Montana, embracing Madison County. Office, first 
door east of City Drug Store. ! Virginia City. April 27, 1865. 36-88* 

Joseph M a r i o n , 
HAY SCALES STORE, Wa'lace Street, Virginia City Commission Merchant. Cash advanced on consign- ( ' ments. A general assortment of Miners' Outfitting Goods. , Provisions, Vegetables, etc., etc. 42-67* 

Eggers and L u d l o w . 
T UMBER YARD, SuccessorstoGamble, Walker&Co., | J_j corner of Idaho and Broadway streets. Virginia City, . | M. T. All kinds of Sluice and Building Lumber. Lum-; ber bills filled on short notice. Also yards at Centreville j " | and Nevada. 22-44 

Assay Office. 

THE UNDERSIGNED are now prepared to assay cor-rectly in small or large quantities the ores of Montana-Silver, Gold, Copper, Lead. Antimonv, or Bismuth. Office No 2, of Content's Block, corner of Wallace and Jackson Streets, Virginia. W. Y. LOVELL, & CO. 
m 18-tf , 

L u m b e r Y a r d . 

WE have in our Lumber Yard on the corner of Idaho and Broadway streets. Virginia City, a complete assortment of White Pina and other Lumber, and can supply oustomers on the shortest notice. Orders may be left at the i Lumber Yard and will be promptly filled. We have the I 
only mill in tho Territory which runs Winter and Summer. ~ and can fill orders at all seasons. 4-tf THOMPSON & CO. 

. I ron and Steel T u r n i n g . 

MACHINERY Repaired. Billiard Balls turned, &c— Every aescription of Gun work performed, in good ' " \ style. Ammunition of all kinds kept constantly on hand. ! Fowder Lead, Caps, Navy and Dragoon Balls. Shot, and < Cartridges. ALEXANDER KEMP. • I 45-67* Gun Shop, Wallace St., Virginia City, i, , 
• ! H. C. KENDALL. A. VIICCEHT. 

Mechan ica l Bakery . , 

COVER STREET, Virginia City. Manufacture ' 
and keep constantly on hand, Bread and Pies ; 

• also Soda and Butter Crackers, Wholesale and Retail. 
47-59* I 

J . A . Gray , 
B A UCTION AND COMMISSION MERCHANT, Vir- | 

/V. gini» City, M. T., first door below Content's 
corner. Liberal advances made on Consignments 
Stock and Goods of all kinds disposed of by Public 
or Private Sale 47-59* 

" N. AiTDERSoir. FRANCIS WILSOK. 
F. W i l s o n & C o . , 

t TTTHEN you want a good shave, your hair cut and sham-W pooed. or your heRd rubbed till you can't rest, go to the Star Shaving Saloon, and you will get it done up in , good style: Ladies hair dressed, curled and shampooed 1 at the shop, or they will be punctually attended at their 
B private residences. If you are losing your hair, give An-. derson a call, for he is sure cure. ; 8 N. ANDERSON, 51 F. WILSON. j 

Drs . C rep in & Just ice. 
o! /~\FFICE ON WALLACE STREET, Next door to , 
• V/City Drug Store. 47-54*̂  
i James N . W i l l i a m s , 

FASHIONABLE Hair Dressing and Shaving Saloon. Bridge Street, Helena, Montana Territory. 45-54* 1 
H, 8. GILBERT. CHRISTIAN RICHTER. 

V i r g i n i a B rewery . 
J "yyE HAVE constantly on hand a large sopply of 

LAGER BEER, MALT, I HOP8. BREWERY FIXTURE8, BEER KEGS, ETC. 
CF* All orders In our Una of bosiness will be promptly i 

j attended to. 
1 Virginia City, M. T. 5 1 C T * | 

Js»-rm.-̂ sV3mBwJBE2WtHSsl9 
VIRGINIA CITY A.VD HELENA. M. T. 

I DEALERS I> 
Coin, Gold Oust, Treasury Ifotes, and ; 

Foreign and Domestic Exchange. 
B T. ALLEN. J H. MILLARD, , , Dec Mrines. lows Virginia City, M. T. 

a 43-55* • 
1 _ — — . 
• JEstray JYotice. 
i f* AME to my Ranobo on, or about tbe 1st of March, one o V / old bay California horse; both ears split; soar on right , t 1 hip : no trammel. J. W. PARSONS Si CO., P<vir.t ot R*eks Soever Head, M. T. i Angust *h, 1«*5. 51-4t* 

SA*. WORD. . j A 8 > Q. SMUTT. 
W o r d & Spratt , g 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW, Virginia City, Montana T 

Territory. Will practice in all the Courts of 
, said Territory. Special attention given to the Col

lection of Claims. 43-55* 1 
L . W . FraryT ~ 

SURGICAL AND MECHANICAL DENTIST. Of
fice up stairs, in Pf outs & Russell's Stone Build

ing. All dental operations performed in the best 
possible manner. Single teeth and complete setts 
inserted in the highest style of art. Ladies and 
gentlemen will find every arrangement for their con
venience. 47-ly 

Denver JTTeat •Market, J 
Ifevada City, - - - - M. T. r 

A L E X A N D E R M E T Z E L , ^ 
! rpAKE8 pleasure to announce to the public, thathekeeps n 

I the best stocked Meat Market In Nevada City, where t [ there will always be found the best outs of 
FRESH PORK, p 

BEEF, VEAL, 
MUTTON, LAMB, I 

SAUSAGE MEAT, and v. 
SAUSAGES OF ALL KINDS. 11 

i He also, receives constantly Game, Fish and Fowl of the r 1 season. Try him. 34-46* b 

TOBACCO, C I G A R S , P IPES . • 
0 

S N U F F , & C , 8tC. J 
I IM. sF, Brendlinger **• Co., 

RESPECTFULLY call the attention of all persons D 

buying any of the above articles, to the desirable stock 0 of goods now in stoife. Q 
CHEWING TOBACCO! 

Tho finest and best assorted stock of Plug and Fine Cut ^ * Chewing Tobacco, ever offered in tho Territory. •' 
a 

SCOTCH AND GERMAN SNUFF. t 
CIGARS! CIGARS! CIGARS! • 

L V 
A well-selected stock, from which every one can be suited. g 

P I P E S . J 
1 Genuine Meerschaum, Outta Percha, Briar Root, all kinds j 
'• of Wooden, Fancy, Clay, &o. r 

PIPE STEMS—Patent Gutta Percha, Cherry, Cane. Sto. y Mouth Pieces and Cigar Holders, j, Playtng Cards, . Cigar Cases. , Tobacco Boxes, 
And a Variety of Fancy Goods I 

H. J. BRENDLINGER. & CO., Wallace street, three doors below Kiskadden's Stone Block. 42-54* • 
EMIGRANTS AND FREIGHTERS * 

! 
T . f J T £ JVOT1CE! 

K I N G , C U R T I S & CO., j 
I; 

General Auctioneers and Commission [; 
.•Merchants. • it 

< 
Jackson Street, Virginia City, M. T., L 

1 

1 4 RE prepared to sell merchandise of all descriptions, | < zV. either from wagons, or take goods in store, as custom- i t " ers may prefer. j | 
eo a a « . » . — ,m ur J g l of horses, mules, cattle, wagons, notions, produce, and v every other description of property, either at auction or private sale. Advances made on consignments. 39-51* 1 • ] 

I Higgins, Travis Jr Co , ; 
i 

, Wallace street, Virginia City, and , 
Helena yi. T. , 

L I V E R Y A N D S A L E 

: S T A B L E S ; 

ELEGANT vehicles, and well trained horses for the I 1 

Saddle, Buggy or Carriage, constantly on hand. 

A First Class Turn-out Guaranteed. '! 
• THE VIRGINIA CORRAL IS IN CON-1! 
i NECTION WITH THIS ESTAB

LISHMENT. 
42-54* 1 

J f l . Branham **• Co., 

• WHOLESALE AND RETAIL GROfERS, j 
; AND 

C o m m i s s i o n M e r c h a n t s , j 
Blaokfoot , >I. T . 

Consignments of Groceries, Provisions and all 
'' kinds of Merchandise solicited. 

REFER TO : 
c Rockfellow 4 Dennee, Virginia City, M. T. 

Tutt k Donnell. Helena, M. T. 
Carroll A Steell, Fort Benton, M. T. 
Gilbert 4 Sons, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Branham k Hopkins, St. Louis Mo. 47-58* j 

. i 11 
H O ! FOR T H E S T A T E S ! 

n 20th of September, 1865. 
4 600 Passengers Wanted. 
jj A FLEET of Mackinaw boats will leave the mouth of A the Yellowstone Canon, for the States. The boats are from thirty to thirty-five feet long; sharp at both ends, and ! built so as to be proof against all injury from obstructions to. river navigation. FARE—From Virginia City to St. Joseph. Mo.. *40 00; from the place of embarkation. $30 00. Experienced navigators of the Yellowstone and Missouri 0 will act as pilots, and the whole will be in charge of a man well acquainted with Indian affairs. Tickets for passage can be obtained from A. M. Torbett, | at the Clerk's Office, Virginia. City, and at Taylor and j Thompson's, Helena. l. TERMS Ten dollars in advance, and the balance on em- I 

barkation. 
Tickets must be secured bv the 1st of September. 

R. C. KNOX St. CO., Proprietors. 
August 4th, 1865. 50-lm { 

4 Academy o f the H o l y F a m i l y , 
FOR Y O U N G L A D I E S , 

St. Ignatius mission, - - IS. T. j rHIS Academy is under the direction of tho Sisters of Charity. They will teach to read and write, Gram- i mar and English Composition, Arithmetic, Geography, History, and the French language, if required. Sewing, f and whatever is understood under the extensive word of j Housewifery. Children must be provided with bed-cloth- j ing. two dresses for week days and one for Sundays, half a j dozen pocket handkerchiefs, "three towels, combs and basin, j spoon, fork and knife. They will buy their school books ; in the Academv. For the sake of uniformity and good order, all the popils will assist at the religious exercises of I the Institution. All letters either sent or received, by the ptpS, will be subject to the inspection of the Superiors.— j No visitor admitted without a written order of the respect-ive parents or guardians of the pupil. TERMS —Cash, and invariable five months in advance. * Entrance Fee, f5:00; Board and Tuition. #25.00 per month; j Washing and Ironing, $5,00 per year. Tbe annua! session ; will commence on the first of September, and end on the | first of June: For further information, address, Rev. MOTHER MARY, (of the Infant Jesus,) Superior- 1 ess or Rev. U GRASSI, S. J., Sup't St. Ignatius Mission, - 36 miles North of Hellgata, Montana Territory. 42-3BS* I — j 
Estray JYotice. 

it i^l AME to my Ranche on, or about the 1st of January, at \ j Beaver Head, one red rteer The owner oan have the same by PTrrvintt*Property and paying charges-
. WW PRAKFR H CO | 

Entered according to the Act of Congress, in the year mi 1865, by THOS. J. DIMSDAXE. in tbe Clark's Office of the r<H District Court of the 1st Judicial District of Montana „ 

T H E 
V I G I L A N T E S O F M O N T A N A , jj 
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A FULL AND COMPLETE HISTORY OF t o THE CHASE, CAPTURE, TRIAL AND EXEOU- m TION OF ALL THE OUTLAWS WHO FIG- ar CRED IN THE BLOODY DRAMA. o s 

:o: wl 
cc 

PREFACE. 
The object of the writer in presenting thia de 

narrative to the public, is twofold. His 
intention is, in the first place, to give a cor-
rect history of an organization administering r'o 

justice without the sanction of constitutional g u 

law; and secondly, to prove not only the 
necessity for their action, but the equity of wi 
their proceedings. b r 

Having an intimate acquaintance with f'' 
parties cognizant of the facts related, and dc 
feeling certain of the literal truth of the su 
statements contained in this history, he w 
offers it to the people of the United StateB, t h 

with the belief that its perusal will greatly 3J 
modify the views of those even who are v j 
most prejudiced against tho summary retri- da 
bution of mountain law, and with the convic- nc 
tion that all honest and impartial men will be 0 < 

willing to admit both the wisdom of the 
course pursued and the salutary effect of the ti 
rule of the Vigilantes in t,he Territory of ••] 
Montana. le 

It is also hoped that the history of the JJ 
celebrated body, the very mention of whose c1 
name sounded as a death-knell in the ears a , 
of the murderers and Road Agents, will be re 
edifying and instructive to the general 
reader. The incidents related are neither *J 
trivial in themselves, nor unimportant in J 
their results : and, while rivalling fiction in tj, 
interest, are unvarnished accounts of trans- gi 
actions, whose fidelity can bo vouched by g< 
thousands. • 

As a literary production, the author com-
I mits it to the examination of tne critical ra 

without a sigh. If any of these authur- tl 
slayers are inclined to be more severe in df 
their judgment than he is himself, he trusts -£ 
they will receive the reward to which their "j 
justice entitles them; and if thev should t( 
pass it by, he cannot but think that they 
will exercise a sound discretion, and avoid pi 
much useless labor. With all its imperfee- P! 

tions, here it is. 
CHAPTER I. .It 

INTRODUCTORY—VIGILANCE COMMITTBKS. h 
"The teeth that bite hardest are out of sight."—PROV. P 
The end of all good government is the safety and _ 

i happiness of the governed. It is not possible that a. 
| a high state of civilization and progress can be main- m i tained unless the tenure of life and property is secure; 
; and it follows that the first efforts of a people in a new ^ 
country for the inauguration of the reign of p»ace, , t | the sure precursor of prosperity and stability, should ^ 
be directed to the accomplishment of this object. ^ 

) In newly settled mining districts, the necessity for N, some effective organization of a judicial and protec- ^ 
I tive character is more keenly felt than it is in other 

' I ptaosa. where the less exciting pursuits of agrictfl- u I ture and commerce mainly attract the attention and j 
occupy the time of the first inhabitants. ,% There are good reasons for this difference. The 

I first is the entirely dissimilar character of the popu- c I lations; and the second, the possession of vast sums a 
, I of money by uneducated ami unprincipled people, in ~ 
• | all places where the precious metals may be obtained m I at the cost of the labor necessary to exhume tbem f, I from the strata in which they lie concealed. j{ . In an agricultural country, the life of the pioneer ^ 
r settler is always one of hard labor, of considerable h privation, and' of more or less isolation , while the j( people who seek to clear a farm in the wild forest, or ^ 

who break up the virgin soil of the prairies are • 
usually of tho steady and hard-working classes, need-
ing little assistance from courts of justice to enable ,. 

' them to maintain rights which are seldom invaded; 
and whose differences, in the early days of the coun- J 
try, are, for the most part, so slight as to be scarcely . 
worth the cost of a litigation more complicated than T 

j a friendly and, usually, gratuitous, arbitration— j. 
; submitted to the judgment of the most respected L 
I among the citizens. , 

' | In marked contrast to the peaceful life of the tiller 
I of the soil, and to the placid monotony of his pur-
suits are the turbulent activity, the constant excite- J 
ment and the perpetual temptations to which the ., 

! dweller in a raining camp is subject, both during his ,, 
' sojourn in the gulches, or, if he be given to pros- ^ 
pecting, in his frequent and unpremeditated change j, 

• of location, commonly called a "stampede." There _ 
can scarcely be conceived a greater or more apparent t difference than exists between the staid and sedate . 
inhabitants of rural districts, and the motley group 
af miners, professional nieii and merchants, thickly ~ 
interspersed with sharpers, refugees, and a full selec- * 

i tion from the dangerous classes that swagger, armed 
i to the teeth, through the diggings, and infest the 

t j roads leading to the newly discovered gulches, where 
tUi the object of their worship—Gold. 

Fortunately the change to a better state of things ; I is rapid, and none who now walk the streets of , 
* ] Virginia would believe that, within two years of this , 

I date, the great question to be decided was, which 
. j was the stronger, right or might? 
I And here it must be stated, that the remarks which ̂  
i truth compels us to make, concerning the classes of 
individuals which furnish the law defying element of 
raining camps, are in no wise applicable to the ma- j 
jority of the people, who, while exhibiting the char- | 

I acteristic energy of the American race in the pursuit 
j of wealth, yet maintain, under every disadvantage, , 
j an essential morality, which is the more croditable 

- { since it must be sincere, in order to withstand the , 
| temptations to which it is constantly exposed. "Oh, 
| cursed thirst of gold," said the ancient, and no man \ 
I has even an inkling of the truth and force of the , 
sentiment, till he has lived where gold and silver are 

f as much tbe objects of desire, and of daily and labo- . 
e i; u- exertion, as glory and promotion are to the , 
II youug soldier. Were it not for tha preponderance 
s of this conservative body of citizens, every camp in 

remote and recently discovered mineral regions would 
be a field of blood ; and where this is not so, the fact 
is proof irresistible that the good is in sufficient force '• 

n to control the evil, and eventually to bring order oat 
of chaos. 

t, I Let the reader suppose that the police of New 
i \ York were withdrawn for twelve months, and then 

j let them picture the wild saturnalia which would 
'• I take the place of the order that reigns there now. 

' If, then, it is so hard to restrain the dangerous classes 
j of old and settled communities, what must be the 

n I difficulty of the task, when, ten-fold in number, 
I fearless in character, generally well armed, and sup
plied with money to an extent unknown among their 

j | equals in the east, such men find themselves removed 
from the restraints of civilized society, and beyond 

! the control of the authority which there enforces 
* I obedience to the law. 
>f Were it not for the sterling stuff of which the mass 

of miners is made, their love of fair play, and their 
! prompt and decisive action in emergencies, this his-

>f j tory could never have been written, for desperadoes 
i- j of every nation would have made this country a 
a | scene of bloodshed and a sink of iniquity such as 
»> ! was never before witnessed. 
[* ! Together with so much that is evil, no where is 
r l j there so much that is sternly opposed to dishonesty 
' ! and violence as in the mountains; and though care-
_ ! leas of externals and style, to a degree elsewhere un-
t-' known, the intrinsic value of manly uprightness is 

! no where so clearly exhibited and so well apprecia-
*• I ted as in the EWorado of the west. Middling peo-
*• pie do not live in these regions. A man or a woman 
m becom»s better or worse by a trip towards the Pacific. 

I The keen eye of the experienced miner detects the 
r. i imposter at a glance, and compels his entire isola-
a, i tion, or his association with the class so which he 

! rightfully belongs. 
- j Thousands of weak-minded people return, sifter a 

stay in the mountains, varying in duration from a 
single day to a year, leaving the field where only the 

" I strong of heart are fit to battle with difficulty, and 
I to win the golden crown which is the reward of per-
! severing toll and snbending nrmnew. WkWt i* no 

man more fit to serve bis country in any capacity i coi 
requiring courage, integrity and self-reliance, than j thi 
an "honest miner," who has been tried and found | 
true by a jury of mountaineers. i ah 

The universal license that is, at first, a necessity j mi 
of position in such places, adds greatly to the num-; we 
ber of crimes, and to the facilities for their perpe- j all 
tration. Saloons, where poisonous liquors are vended j th 
to all comers, and consumed in quantities sufficient! ofl 
to drive excitable wen to madness and to the com- 1 zei 
mission of homicide, on the slightest provocation, it 
are to be found in amazing numbers, and the villain-'ve 
ons compounds there sold, under the generic name of ! mi 
whiskey, are more familiarly distinguished by the | pr 
cognomens of "Tangle-lee;," "Forty-rod," "Light- i tri 
ning." "Tarantula-juice," etc., terms only too truly ! fri 
describing their acknowledged qualities. J di 

The absence of good female society, iu any dua i tri 
proportion to tho numbers of the opposite «ex, is I ex 
likewise an evil of great magnitude ; for men become wi 
rough, stern and cruel, to a surprising degree, under th 
such a state of things. »1 

In every frequented street, public gambling houses th 
with open doors and loud sntiej are resorted to, iu su 
broad daylight, by hundreds—it might almost be ce 
said—of all tribes and touguee, furnishing another at 
fruitful sourc° of '"difficulties," which are commonly it 
decided on the spot, by an appeal to bruto force, the j It 
stab of a knife, or the discharge of a revolver. ] g< 
Women of eajy virtue are to be seen promenading' 
through tho camp, habited in the gHyest and most I pt 
costly apparel, and receiving fubulous sums for their th 
purchased favors. In fact, all the temptations to so 
vice are present in full display, with money inabun- sh 
dance to secure the gratification of the desire for st 
novelty and excitement, which is the ruling passion in 
of the mountaineer. is 

One "institution," offering a shadowy and danger- p< 
ous substitute for more legitimate female ateocia- tr 
tiou, deserves a more particular notice. This U the | tl 
"Hurdy-Gurdy" house. As soon as the men have I C< 
left off work, these places are opened, and dancing I m 
commences. Let the render picture to himself a I 
largo room, furnished with a bar at one end—where j la 
champagne at $12 (in gold) per bottle, and "drinks" ! tl 
at twenty-five to fifty cents, are wholesaled, (cor- j is 
rectly speaking)—and divided, at the end of thu bar, J 
by s railing running from side to side. The outer | le 
enclosure i> densely crowded (and, on particular occa- T 
sions, the inner one also) with men in every variety aj 
of garb tbiit can be seen on the continent. Beyond I is 
the barrier, tit the dancing women, called "hurdy- a< 
gurdies," sometimes dressed in uniform, but, more ; it 
generally, habited according to the dictates of in- ! T 
dividual caprice, in the finest clothes that money j bi 
can buy, and which are fashioned in the most attrac- st 
tive ptyls> that fancy can suggest. On one side is a it 
raised orchestra. The music suddenly strikes up, and u: 
the summons. "Take your partneis for the next 
dance," is promptly answered by some of the male p< 
spectators, who, paying a dollar in gold for a ticket, si 
approach the ladies' bench, and—in style polite, or o; 
otherwise, according to antecedents—invite one of j sl 
the ladies to dance. S 

The number being complete, the parties tako their I d 
places, as In any other dancing establishment, and i s( 
pau»e for the performance of the introductory notes j( 
of the air. " 

Let us describe a first class dancer—"sure of a I sl 
partner every time"—:md her companion. Thereehe h 
stands, at the head of the set. She is of middle v 
height, of rather full and rounded form ; her com
plexion av pure as alabaster, a pair of dangerous n 
looking hazel eyes, a slightly Roman nose, and a n 
small and prettily formed mouth. Her auburn hair si 
is neatly banded and gathered in a tastefully orna- n 
merited net, with a roll and gold tassels at the side, a 
How sedate she looks during the first figure, never a 
smiling till the termination of "promenade, eight," ii 
when she shows her little white hands in fixing her ti 
handsome brooch in its place, and settling her glis- q 
tening ear-rings. See how nicely her scarlet dress, h 
with its broad black band round the skirt, and its t 
black edging, sets off her dainty figure. No wouder d 
that a wild mountaineer would be willing to pay— t 
not one dollar, but alt that he has in his purse, for s y 
dance mmi an approving -mile from so beautiful a t 
woman. v 

1 Her cavalier stands ix feet in his boots, which ii 
come to the knee, and are garnished with a pair of » 

' Spani-h spurs, with rowels arid bells like young water i: 
wheels. His buckskin leggings are fringed at the. f 
°eam>, and gathered at the waist with a U. S. belt, 

' from which h'TOgs bis loaded revolver and his sheath 1 
knife. His neck is bare, muscular and embrowned » 
by exposure, its is also his bearded face, whosesffinbre s 
hue is relieved by a pair of piercing dark eyes. His v 
long, black hair hangs down beneath his wide felt a 
hat, and, in the corner of his mouth, is a cigar, which f 

1 rolls like the lever of an eccentric, as he chews the 1 
end in his mouth. After an amazingly grave, salute, j 

' "all hands round" is shouted by the prompter, and e 
off bounds the buckskin hero, rising and falling to r 
the rvthm of the dance, with a clumsy agility and a i 
-rowing enthusiasm, testifying his huge delight, t 

' His fair partner, with practised foot and easy grace, < 
! keeps tune to the music like a clock, and rounds to t 

her place as smoothly and gracefully as a swan. As ( 
the dance progresses, he of the buckskins gets ex-1' 
cited, and nothing but lone; practice prevents his j 1 
partner from beins; swept off her l'eet, at the conclu- 1 
.-ion of tho miner's delight, "set your partners," or '. 
"gents to the right.'" An Irish tune or a hornpipe I 

1 generally finishes the set, and then the thunder of 1 
heel and toe, and «om<? amazing demivolt°s are ] 

' brought to an end by the aforesaid, "gents to the i 
' right," and '"promenade to tho bar," which hist closes 

tbedance. After a treat, the bar-keeper mechanically 
' raps his blower as a hint to "weigh out," the ladies i 

* sit down, and, with scarcely tn interval, a waltz, i 
' polka, schottische, mazurka, varsovienne, or another 
j quadrillo commences. i 

All varieties of costume, physique and demecnor I 
9 can be noticed among the dancers—from the gayest j 
8 colors and "loudest" styles of dress and manner, to I 

the snugly fitting black silk, and plain, white collar, | 
» which sets off the neat figure of that blue-eyed, 

modest looking Anglo-Saxon. Yonder.beside the tall j 
f and tastily clad German brunette, you see the short 

curls, rounded tournure and smiling face of an Irish i 
L girl; indeed, representatives of almost every dancing 
I nation of white folks, may be seen on the floor of j 
. the,Hurdy-Gurdy house. The earnings of the dancprs I 

are very different in amount. That dancer in the i 
f low necked drê s, with the scarlet "waist," a great \ 
' favorite and a really good dancer, counted fifty tick

ets into her lap before "'The la.-t dance, gentlemen," 
' followed by, "Only this one before tho girls go 

e home," which wound up the performance. Twenty-
' six dollars is a great deal of money to earn in such* 
* fashion , bnt fifty sets of quadrilles and four waltzes, 
Q two of them for the love of the thinr, is very hard 

work. 
As a rule, however, the professional '-hardies" are 

£ Teutons, and, though first rate dancers, they are, I 
* with some few exceptions, the reverse of good I 

looking. 
n 
d The dance which is most attended, is one in which 
•X ladiss to whom pleasure is dearer than fame, repre- I 
e sent the female element, and. as may be supposed, the | 
X evil only COMMENCES at the Dance House. U is not ! 

uncommon to see one of these syrens with en "outfit" ' 
w worth from seven to eight hundred dollars, and many 
m of them invest with merchants and bankers thousands , 
d of dollars in gold, the rewards and presents they j 
r. receive, especially th" more highly favored ones. ! 
g beiiiK more, in a week, than a weil1 educated girl ; 
0 would earn in two years in an Eastern city. 
ft In the Dance House you can see Judges, th? Leg-
h islative corps, Doctors, and every one but die Mrni--
ir ter. He never ventures further than to engage, in 
<i conversation with a friend at tho door, and while 
1 intently watching the performance, lectures on the j 
» evil of such places with considerable forci; but his j 

attention is evidently more fixed upon the dancers 
• than on his lecture. Sorrretitnej may be >een gray 
ir haired men dancing, their wives sitting at home in ' 
s- blissful ignorance of the proceeding. There never 
• was a dance house running, for any length of time, j 
a in the first days of a mining town, in which "shoot-
us ing scrapes" do not occur; equal proportions ol I 

jealousy, whiskey and revenge being the stimulants 
is thereto. Billiard saloons are everywhere visible, 
y with a bar attached, and hundreds of thousands of 1 

e- dollars are spent there. As might be anticipated, it ! 
a- is impossible to prevent quarrels in these places, at | 
is all times, and. in the mountains, whatever weapon is ! 
a- handiest—foot, fist, knife/, revolver, or derringer—it j 
o- i? instantly used. The authentic and, indeed, unsR- j 
in ALLT exact accounts which follow in the course of 
c. this narrative will show that the remarks we have 
je mad? on the .-tate of society in a new mining coun- I 
a- try, before a controlling power asserts its sway, are 1 

ie in no degree ex.iggerated, but fall short of the reality, 
ai all description mu.-r. 

a One marked feature of social intercourse, and (after , 
a indulgence in strong drink) the most fruitful sourer* 
ae of quarrel and bloodshed is the all pervading custom 
id of using strong language on every occasion. Men 
r- will e*y more than they mean, and the unwritten 
10 eode "f the miners, Ua«<yi on l wrong view of what 

i constitutes manhood, teaches them to resent by force 
: that which should be answered by silent contempt. 

Another powerful incentive to wrong doing • the 
absolute nullity of the civil law in each cases. No 

j matter wkat may be the proof, if the criminal ia 
; well liked in the eommnnity. "Not Guilty" is 
j almost certain to be the verdict of the jary, despite 
the efforts of the Judge and prosecutor. If tbe 

! offender is a monied man, as Well as a popular citi-
< sen, the trial is only a farce—grave and prolonged, 
j it is true, but capable of only one termination—a 
! verdict of acquittal. In after days, when police 
! magistrates in cities can deal With crime, they do so 
j promptly. Costs are absolutely frightful, and fines 
' tremendous. An assault provoked by drunkenness, 
1 frequently costs a man as much as thrashing forty 
i different policemen would do, in New York. A 
I trifling "tight" is worth from $20 to $5 ) in lust, all 
i expenses told, and so on. One grand jury that we 
| wot of, presented that it would be better to leave 
the punishment of offenders to the Vigilantes, who 
always acted impartially, and who would not permit 

| the escape of proved criminals on technical and ab
surd grounds—than to have justice defeated, as in a 
certain case named. The date of that document is net 
ancient, and though, of coarse, refused tod destroyed, 
it was the deliberate opinion, on oa,th, of the Grand 

I Inquest, embodying the sentiment of thousands of 
! good citizens in the community. 

Finally, swift and terrible retribution is the only 
I preventive of crime, while society is organising, in 
the far West. The long delay of justice, the weari-
somo proceedings, tbe remembrance of old friend
ships, etc., create a sympathy for the offender, so 
strong as to cause a hatred of the avenging law, 
instead of inspiring a horror of the crime. There 
is something in the excitement of continued stam
pedes that makes meu of quick temperaments uncon
trollably impulsive. In the moment of pas-ion, 
they would slay all roand them ; but let the blood 

II cool, and they would share their last dollar with the 
! men whose life they sought, a day or two before. 

Habits of thought rule communities more thao 
I j laws, and the settled opinion of a num .'rous clase is, 
! that calling a man a liar, a thief, or a son of a b—h 
i is provocation sufficient to justify instant slaying. 
Janes do not ordinarily bother themselves about the 

• i lengthy instructions they hear read by the court 
j They simply consider whether the deed is a crim« 
! against the Mountain Code; and if not, "'not guilty" 

[ I is the verdict, at once returned. Thieving, or any 
i action which a miner calls MKAN, will surely be vis-

i \ if.ed with condign punishment, at th ; hands of • 
• i Territorial jury. In such cases, mercy there is nene ; 
| but, in affairs of single combats, assaults, shootings, 

• stabbings, and highway robberies, the civil law, with 
i its positively awful expense and delay, is worse than 
1 useiees. 

One other main point requires to be noticed. Any 
> person of experience will remember that the untver-
, sal story of criminals, who have expiated then* crimes 
• on the scaffold, or who are pining away iu the bard-
! ! ships of involuntary servitude—tells of habitual 

i Sabbath breaking. This sin is 30 general in newly 
-1 discovered diggings in the mountains, that a remon-
I strance usually produces no more fruit than a few 
s jocular oaths and a laugh. Religion is said to b-e 
I "played out," and a professing Christian must keep 

i j straight, indeed, or he will be suspected of being a 
>' hypocritical member of a tribe, to whom it would be 
> very disagreeable to talk »bout hemp. 

Under these circumstances, it becomes an absolute 
i necessity that good, law-loving and order-sustaining 
i men should unite for mutual protection, and for the 
r salvation of the community. Beiug united, they 
- must act in harmony ; repress disorder; punish crime, 
. and prevent outrage, or their organization would be 
r a failure from the start, and society would collapse 
' in the throes of anarchy. N one but extrwrae penal-
r ties, inflicted with promptitude, are of any avail to 
- quell the spirit of the desperadoes with whom they 
. have to contend ; considerable numbers are required 
; to cope successfully with the gangs of murderere, 
r desperadoes and robbers, who infest mining coun-
- tries, and who, though faithful to no other bond, 
i yet all league willingly against the law. Secret 
i tbi*y must be, in council and membership, or thsy 

will remain nearly useless for the detection of crime, 
i in a country where equal facilities for the transmis-
f sion of intelligence are at the command of thecrim-
r inal and the judiciary; and an organization on this 
» footing is a TWII IW COMHITTB'*. 
, Such was the state of affairs, when five men in 
i Virginia, and four in Bannack, initiated tb* move-
i inent which resulted in the formation of a tribunal, 
e supported by an omnipresent executive, comprising 
s within itself nearly every good man in the Territory, 
t and pledged to render impartial justice to friend and 
a foe, without regard to clime, creed, race or politics 
e In a few short weeks it was known that the voice of 
. justice had spoken, in toues that might not be disre-
i garded. The face of society was changed, as if by 
o magic ; for the Vigilantes, holding in one baad the 
a invisible, yet effectual shield of protection, and in 
;. the other, the swift descending and inevitable sword 

of retribution, struck from his nerveless- grasp the 
o weapon of the assassin ; commanded the brawler to 
s cease from strife ; warned the thief to steal no more; 
I- bade the good citizen take courage, and compelled 
is the ruffians and marauders who had so long main-
i- tained the "reign of terror" in Monjajna, to fly the 
ir Territory, or meet the just reward <€ their crimes. 
« Need we say that they were at once ousted 7 yet not 
if before more than one hundred raluaWe lives bad been 
e pitilessly sacrificed and twenty-four miscreants had 
ie met a dog's doom as the reward of their crimes. 
M To this hour, the whispered weds, "Virginia 
y Vigilantes," would blanch the cheek of the wildest 
» and most redoubtable desperado, and necessitate an 
z, instant election between flight and certain doom. 
»r Th-> administration of the ler talionis by self-con-

stituted authority is, andjeWeuTy, in civilijed and 
>r settled communities. a-J-outmge on mankind. It is, 
•t J there, wholly unnecessary ; but the sight of a few 
o I of the mangled corpses of beloved friends and val-
r, I ued citizens; the whistle of the desperado's bullet, 
i, and the plunder of the fruits of the patient toil of 
II j years spent in weary exile from home, in places where 
rt 1 civil law is as powerless as a palsied *rm, from sheer 
<h ! lack of ability to enforce its decree*—alter the basis 
ig I of the reasoning, and reverse the conclusion. Is' 
af the case of the Vigilantes of Montana, it mast be 
rs also remembered that the Sheriff himself was the 
ie I leader of the Road Agents, and his deputies were the 
at' prominent members of the band, 
k- The questiou of the propriety of establishing a 
," Vigilance Committee, depends upon the answers 
;o which ought to be given to trie following queries: la 
y- it lawful for citizens to slay robbers or murderers, 
a when they catch them f or ought they to wait for 
>*, policemen, where there are none, or put theminpen-
rd itentiaries not yet erected? 

Gladly, indeed, we feel sure, would the Vigilantes 
re cease from their labor, and joyfully would they hail 
e, I the advent of power, civil or military, to take their 
A | place; but, till this is furnished by Government, 

I society must be preserved from demoralization and 
c n I anarchy ; murder, arson and robbery must be pre-
•9. j vented or punished, aud road agents mast die. Jm-
a e tice, and protection from wrong to person or prop 
ot ! ert7" a r t ? t n 0 birth-right of every American cititen. 
t>> j and these must be furnished in th-» best and most 
r i V effectual manuer that circumstances render possible. 

i Furnished, however, they mast be fcy constitutional) 
e y ' law. undoubtedly, wherever practical and efficient 
,̂ j provision can be made for its enforcement. But 

j rj ; wherejustice is powerless as well as blind; the strong 
i arm of tbe mountaineer must wield her sword } for 
' "self preservation is the first law of nature." 
i C To be CtntinuedJ 

in! 
ile IT should nev?r be forgotten thnt tbe 
n» j Southern Status, by the abolition of slavery, 
l " j obtain a great Increase of political power 
a'y over what they enjoyed prior to tbe rebel-
in | Hon. Hon. John Sherman, who has esam-
rer I ined the m itter, s.ivs they wiligain fourteen 
ie« j leer* new member* of Uongress, and as many 
3t~. \ electoral votes. This comes from counting 

all the blacks in tho basis of tvpruseutation, 
le ! and not thrau-fifths, as before---
of! 
*» j THK colored people are mukSng rapid ad-
* l vancement toward tbe lieht. J*ev«n new 
Lj t: journals have been estaWislwd by tbcm, 
ia- within a few months, as- follows: Tbe 
of Colored Citizen, Cincinnati, O.; the Eleva-

lT* tor, Cal.; the Christian Record, Phila. ; th • 
"" Colored Tennesseean, Nashville; the Tri-
[yH hune, New Orleans; the Black Republican, 

' i New Orlean.-vind the Weekly touimuawtaiur, 
ter; Baltimore. 
rce; 
[en JtfPO* MAROIX. of Florida, is appointed 
^ Provisional Governor of that State. He 
iaf was a Union rffujjeo .liwing the roh«Hion. 


